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	O S T E R T A G ’S C H E R   F A M I L I E N V E R B A N D  e.V.

Founded 1972 by Friedhelm Ostertag in Nördlingen


13th International Ostertag / Easterday reunion

July 18th to 20th, 2008 in Augsburg, Germany

Three years after the international reunion in the US in Frederick, Maryland it was the turn for the German Ostertag Family Association to organize the next international reunion. We chose Augsburg a 2000 years old town in Bavaria dating back to Roman times. Through genealogical research, we found out that many bearers of the name Ostertag, especially a pastor and several silversmiths, lived there approximately 300 years ago. Nowadays, fewer people with the surname Ostertag are living in Augsburg.

In July 2008 we welcomed more than 50 guests at the reunion. Two guests came from Switzerland and three from the United States. We were happy to see Jane and Phil Shelton again. They had already attended the reunion in Strasbourg in 2005.

Markus came to Augsburg together with his “new” cousin Bruce Ostertag from the USA. A few days before, he had met him in Munich for the first time in his life. A brother of Markus’ great grandmother had immigrated to the USA. He was Bruce’s grandfather.

The DIAKO (Diakonissenanstalt) in Augsburg as our reunion centre 2008 turned out to be a lucky choice. The meeting room was a perfect fit in size as well as with its technical equipment. All guests were contented with their accommodation. In addition, it is located right in the city centre and was an ideal starting point for our tours.

On Friday morning before the international meetings we held the official annual meeting of the German Ostertag Family Association.

The afternoon was reserved for the registration of visitors from near and far. Several participants were already busy studying family trees or records of family histories. A new family connection with Alfred’s Exulanten Line was already discovered this afternoon while other people scouted out the city of Augsburg for several hours. We had a nice dinner in DIAKO and in the evening we had time to meet new friends and to look for possible connections between family trees. Some families discovered possible common ancestors. Exact connections will have to be investigated now. Several distant cousins of two family lines met the first time in their life. They were brought together by family research. The participants had much to tell about their families and about their family research since the last meeting 2007 at the Swabian Alb.

Saturday was the actual day of the international conference. We were very surprised that more guests came than registered. At the registration we also started the sale of the new Ostertag book, which was mainly written by Monika for this reunion. It is called “Ostertag in Augsburg” and tells about the history of Augsburg, Ostertag family research in Augsburg, especially about the Ostertag silversmiths, an Ostertag pastor, and Ostertag family and guild coats of arms. The second part of the book is about the reunions of our association since 2000 and the stories of some special Ostertag personalities.

Mr. Wolfgang Wallenta, employee of the city of Augsburg, showed the history of Augsburg in a very interesting lecture and slide show. He started with the Romans, reported about important events and confusion during the time of Reformation and Counterreformation in Augsburg, the power of the famous trader houses Fugger and Welser, the connection of the old imperial city to the Bavarian kingdom, the beginning of industrialization in Augsburg and the damage in World War II.

Monika Trepte told us in her report about her extensive research in Augsburg’s parish registers, museums and city archives, where she found a lot of information about Ostertag people in Augsburg and their various professions in the last centuries. She discovered many gold- and silversmiths, priests, farmers, brewers and Ostertag people with very old-fashioned trades. However, Monika could not continue the lineage of these old Ostertag families to present times.

The third speaker was Alfred Ostertag who reported on the use of DNA analysis in family research. The American Ostertag-Easterday Association started this type of family research two years ago. It is an interesting approach, especially when no documents can be found or to support unsure results. Alfred briefly explained the procedure and the opportunities. Some of our guests showed interest to perhaps continue their own family research with this new method because no official documents can be found. Six people are prepared to participate in an analysis, which costs about 125 € per person. You can find out more about this type of DNA analysis in the new Ostertag book.

After lunch almost all guests went on a sightseeing tour in the old town together with city guides by bus or on foot to see many interesting buildings and urban scenes including the world’s oldest social housing about which we had already heard in the morning. Jacob Fugger founded it in 1521.

People discussed the family histories in small circles whenever possible, between reports and before the dinner in the city. Six extensively researched Ostertag family trees were displayed together with their coats of arms and some personal copperplate engravings. Many guests were interested to look at these displays, designed by Monika with the family trees mostly designed by Markus by PC.

On Sunday around noon we went into the Maximilian Museum (City Museum), where Monika showed us many original exhibits she found during her research, most of them in the department of the gold- and silversmiths. The participants concluded the 3-day family reunion with a lunch in the oldest inn of Augsburg’s downtown.

Conclusion: We had an interesting reunion with a huge number of participants. The long-standing members enjoyed exchanging stories about their families and their trips. We were able to get into conversation with new friends and we are happy that the European Ostertag Family Association could win five new members.
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Monika Trepte in Inning, Germany
